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The fmit is ripe again in the plum thicket, greet clusters 
of grapes are hanging from every tree. The corn has “een care- 
fully gathered and stored in pits and large baskets in the 
wigwanse There are also baskets of mts and acorns, beans and 
squash, From the pbles of the wiswama branches of dark, course 
and shorteleafed tobacco are kanginze In the streams the fish 
are bigeer than ever. The wild turkey 1¢ larser than usual and 
the lump of the buffalo is fatter than it hes been in many mocna,. 
The deer has robbed the fugz from hie new antlers and stained 
them by rubbing them on the torn bark of a walnut tree. 

Such is the scene in Csanamon some 300 years azo. Csanamon, 
the old Indian village an the north bank of the Eis Vermillion 
where it flows into the Wabash, ‘the camp scene is one of contente 
ment and happiness. The squews Gare tusy in the camp, bringing 
in fuel, patching their wicwems end doing the many other things 
that hare squaw work. Thereare many children playing about. 

Some of the boys are making little bows and arrows and one {is 

SO accurately mocking an old gobbler out in the woods that it 

is difficult to tell them apart. ‘Some men too old for the chase 
or war party are flaking arrow points from hom stone that hes 
been ¢ athered along the Ohio. 

suddenly there comes a fanlliar cry through the fresh autumn 


aire There is great excitement in Oganamcn. Everyone 1g rush- 


es < 


ing about and all trying to talk at once. Some of the boys 


— 


dash off into the forest fin the direction from which the cry 
came, It was the ery of some of the braves returning fro: the 
chase. The first chase of the season anë ty it the savaces 

in the camp knew they were bringing gare home. The squavs 

| could help but vonderif their braves were in the group seeming 
| not to realize the fact they micht never return. “isfortune 

i often befell hunting parties, accidents and enemies often took 


their toll. 


The huntera’! return meant a lot of wor: for the squaws. 

. There would de skins to clean anc dreas, new moccasing to make 
anc new robes for the wicwam floors. Yeat vould have to be 
ferked for future pemican. The fata would be carefully atored 
in earthen tars to be used to season thetr ground corn sacamity. - 
Sinews would be saved for bowatrings and the bladders put 
away to be used as water fuss on future Journervs. They were 
also usec to save the blood from the kidd as the Indian was 
very fond of blood anc it mace no great difference whether it 

was from man or beast. 

How long the Indians camped on the Pig Vermillion we can 
only guess. We do know they were there when the first writes 
came into this country and from the study of the Implement they 
left, they had been there mindreds of years before. Those whom 
the early whites knew telonged to what is known archselocically 
as the Diak isa” Cultures This was one of the later cultures. 
However, we finc eviderce of a possible early or *oodland 


Gulture. Then there were the so-called Mound Builders whose 


works lie lust on the north edzo of the Indiana town. It has 
never been definitely determined who the Hound Pulders were. 
Thought they are ceneraliy supposed to have been an earlier 


Indian, the Indians that we know had no kmowledre of them. 
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They didn't know whence they came or where they went. Since 

they livec so wich earlier than the Indian, one would think 

the Found Bollders, if we may call them that, represent a cul- 
ture mch less advanced than the Indians know. “nt this {s 

not the case, as the culture of the Sound Sullders was conpletely 
lost anc of no advantace te the Hed Man that came after. 

After a careful study, we believe Osanamon at varicus times 
extendec from a ocint a short @istance east of the present rall- 
road to the Wabash. Uowever, we sarionsly doubt if the toen 
ever existed at the mouth of Big Vermillion contrary to the fect 
most historians so piace it. In the first place, this was not 
a suitable location and it wasn't the way Indians located their 
Villages, At all times they probably kept a lockout at this 
Place and we are told there was at one time, a large Inscribed 
boulder there: but it probably was put there for some other 
reason. Then, too, the spring, that valuable necessity of 
any village, were further up the river. We would rather 
belleve the town extended, at various times from the beginning 
of the secenud botton, rcuth and east of Norneman's feed lot 
all the way to the railroad. Another fact which strengthens 
our belief is the locetion of thelr craves, one just west of 
the present Shelby cemetery and another west of oad €3 in 
the old gravel pit. Of course, there micht be others and 


these two no doubt have no connection. In any case, the 
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Indians would not bury their dead any distance from their camps 

as the bones of their kin were more sacrec to them than life 
itself. In regard to the two burial places, 1t mist be remembered 
that there was seldom such a thing ae a permanent Indian villace. 
Their very mode of living made it necessary for them to fre- 


+ quently change locations. This condition was also probably 


i tme of Osanamon, thouch what little history we have does not 
Ss verify Ite 

$ In the carly days of the Northwest Territory there were 
: four important Indian towns, all beloncing to the Kiani Con- 


J feceration, along the Wabash; Kekionca of the Mlamis proper 


* near the present Fort wayne; Oulatanon of the Weas at the junc- 


tion of the Tippecanoe and Wabash near the present Lafayette; 
Osanaron of the Plankeshaw at the niaii the Big Vermillion 
Just below Cayuza; and Chepepoke of the seze tribe near 
Vincennes. These sites had been favorite camping grounds as 
far back as Indian or Ehite zan records go and it fs needless 
to add that at various times they were known by different 
names, althouch the meaning was always the sume. This varia- 
tion was particularly true of Osanamon, an Algonguin word that 
means "yellow red." This is the oldest name we have for the 
town that lay on the north bank of the Big Vermillion from a 
point about due north of the east part of Cayuga to the river's 
mouth. The Miami name for the town was Alanoni, which was 
their word for Vermillion (or red) paint. “hen the French 
Camo upon the scene (they were the first white man) they gave 
the river and town the name Versillion (one "1")} duane, which 


means the same as Osanamon--"red yellow.” Oddly enouch when 


the Enclishk came later they also named the place Vermilion, as 
the word "Vermilion * in English means “red” the some as tt does 
in French. So we find Osanamon referred to as the Vermilion 
Tom by the many writers who recorded ita history. It might be 
added that the Miamie also referred to it as Feanq:ichias, 
Piankeshaw town. 

Indian names are descriptive and they were usually compounded 
from a group of root stems that described some characteristic of 
the subfsect in question. ihis was true of all the above named 
towns and as defore statec, in the case of Osanamon, it meant 
red-yellow, so named after the red anc yellow clay or keel that 
was found slong its buntkse This keal was hirchly prized by the 
savaces. It was not only an inportant, item of thelr "make-up" 


but was also used to decorate their bows and arrows, boats, dreas 


and anythins else their fancy night suscest. Seine a child of 


nature the Indian was very fond of color, bright colors too. 


Early historians tell us this keel was formed by the burning of 

the coal and shale that cropped out along the Vermilifen banka. 

It was the custom of the Indiens to burn off the prairtes each 

fall ina big game drive. These fires are supposed te have isnited 
the cecal and shale strata. 

There probably was no Indian town of the Northwest Terri- 
tory of more importance, zeozraphically, than Osansmon. As far 
back as we can trace to the Kound Builcers and probably even 

earlier, it had always been a favorite camping ground. It ia only 
a tribute to the Indfans’ rood fJudqment in the selection of a 
villace site that the first settlements of any consequence dy the 


whites of Verc:illion county were made in this same locality 2 


Put this is only one of the many instances of the kind that could 


be pointed out over the United States, 
There were several factors that made thia location desirable. 

As all the Indians! efforts were cdevrotee to providing subsistence, 
Zt to only natural they would seek a place where food was plenti- 
ful and easily obtained. The Wabash Valley was always known as 
the best honting ground in ail the country and on that account, 

it was the scene of nany confliicta, Came and fish were plentie 
ful and there was an abundance of fruits ənd berries. Osanamon was 
often referred to by the Indians as the crest plum thicket, or 
pateh, because of the msny wild plums thet grer there. The soil 
was sandy anc well drained, inportant factors in any location. 

Bait most important was the junction of the two rivers, As the 
canal was the "express" of the wildemess, the Bir Vermillion 

and the Wabash afforded a hichway second to none. The former 
enened up the great preiries to the north and west anā the latter 
was the main highway between Canaca on the north ang the Gulf 

on the south. Along that highway were to be found most of the 
life and activity of the day. The VYermillion also gave easy 
access to the galt licks west of Danville and just across the 
Wabash from the mouth of the former were other salt licks. We 
micht add, however, that some of the early writers sey the 
Indians did not like selt, detested its odor. On the other hand, 
we have records where they did use galt. In this connection, we 
co know there was an ancient trace from the north to the salt 
dicks that existed at the — Loci well, Put even if they 
did not use salt, the salt licks were important hunting grouncs 


for them as the Buffalo, the decr anc other animals ceme to these 


places for salt and often left on the shoulders of sone Indian 
bunter. These rivers cere also importent boundary lines--all 
indian territories werg definec by rivers or other bodies of raters 
The Big Vermillion waa the southern boundary of the Miaents--west 
of the Sabash. All the territory east nd nort}: to the lake region 
vas theirs at one tine. 

Ag stated before, the first knewn oscupant ef the Osanamor 
cite vere those mysterious Hound Bulidera., When they came whence 
they came and whenec they went nobedy imows. Some seen to think 
thoy lived here at a later Sate then is usually attributed to 
thenm=-400 fo €00 years aco. But this seems improbable as Ameriga 
has been discovered nearly 450 years anc the Mounde with large 
foresto trees growing upon them were as euch of a mystery then 
as nows 

Another queer fact to the uninitiated is that these people 
represented a higher culture than these who followed then, a 
fact easily understoed if we take for granted the theory of some 
that the different tribes of savages immigrated from the north, 
Criving before them those who preceded them, thas destroying any 
culture toat had been secomplished and inatituting In its place 
one of savagerye So doubt even before the Mound Builders, the 
Site hac been occupied, as a study of the artifacts found in the 
territory Indlcate a culture even older than that usually 
associasteg with the Indians we know lived theres 

The first historical inhabitants of Csanamon we have knowe 
ledce of was a band of Plankeshawa, a branch of the Miamis. They 
were known as the Plankeshaws of the Vermilion or sometines as 


Just Vermilions. We do not know how lene they had been here. 
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Though it ls believed the town was visited by missionaries and 
explorers as carly as 1670, ft was not until 1718 that it was 
recorded by the french whe gave it the name “"Verailton Town" 

by which It was ever after koawm. ‘Sometine before 1750 Father 
Justinian de ia lichardie had a mission at the town for one wine 
tere At this time and before, it was a regular stop for both 
English ang French traders. In 1751 lcur Encliash tracers were 
captured at the town on orders of N. De Celoron of the French, 
who wore friends of the Plankeshawa, end sent to Canada. However, 
this did not prevent other English traders from viniting the 
Vermilions Put 1t seems the old English diplomacy was also workince 
them, as today, so that on Christmas of the same year, the 
Plankeshaws at the Vermilion killed five Frenchmen. Ne des Lice 
neris (in charge et Ouftatanon) upon learnings of this attack sent 
a detachment to secure the effecta of the Frenchmen from being 
pluncered, Sut when this detachment arrived at the Vermilion, the 
Plankeshass and decan.td and the bodies of the French were founc 
on the ice of the river. the Fienkesnaws later stated that they 
killec these Frenchmen because four of their natives had been 
killed by the French at the Illinois end four otrers put in irons. 
About this time the Plankeshaws, no” completely estranged f rom the 
Prench, withérew, almost in a body from the Wabashand retired 

to the Big Miami anc established a village known as picktown in 
order to be near the English. On the twenty-first of June, 1782, 
a purty of 240 French and Indians surprised and captured the fort, 


killed the old Piankeshaw chief, put hls body in a kettle, boiled 


it and ate fa in retaliation for his peovle having killed the 


French traders on the Vermilion, 


Tous you may readily see Gsaneamon wes a vital cog in the 
bitter and bloody battle for the fur trade of the Northwest 
Territorye All the blecdshed here in the pioneer days was the 
a of creed between the English and French, a desire 
to control the trace of a savage in a wilderness. Vow queer that 
tocay, after all these years of culture and so-called civiliza- 
tion, we are at it again for the saue reasons, but using tanks 
and alrplanes and submarines tn the place of bows snd arrows and 
bireh bark cances, waging a war unto death for the control of 
trade J 

Iit was not customary for Indiens to reside contimonusly for 
any length of time at onc place sand seldome did they permanently 
abandon a favorite camping site. They usually concrersted at 
thetr favorite town for the sumer, the braves and warriors snende 
ing their time making bows, arrows, canoes and other itens that 
Would be needed for tiic next chases Upon necessity they would 
fish or go on a short chase, or if warlike make a foray on some 
enery e Norethan likely some of them would Journey to distant 
flint beds anc there block out "blanks" to be mads ‘nto varlous 
implements in the future, XKearly a bushel of these blanx, leaf 
shaped anc from five to elght inches lone, were found burted by 
Bc. Alderson Just north of the old Lod! Salt Lick. ‘Ther had 
been chipped from hom stone which 1s found tn the Southem part 
of Indiana in "niggernėsd? shape. 

During the summer the squaws, papooses and any slaves they 
mignt nave, planted their corn and beans and squash, cathered 


nuts anc acorns, dressed hides, mended tepees sn¢ did vartous 


Jobs which were considered aquar work. We often think of 

the Indian brave as lazy because he cid none of these menial 
tasks, but we must resemver the two big tasks of the savage 
were to protect und provide. So ve sae that either on the 
war path or on the chase, he vas undergoing sll the hardships 
and taking all the risks. We are doing identically the same 
thing todey, thouch in different waya. “he principle is the 
SUMC. 

On the approach of winter the camp would break up into 
small bands and sentter over their territory in order that 
they could better feed themselves, For the indian couldn't 
atand mach cold and for that recson he couldn't zo far from 
canp in winter. If they ell stayed in one place there would 
not be enourh game for all. Often the camp weas entirely 
abandoned during winter, seed for vasih year's crop and any 
surplus being concealed in pits. All over Vermillion County 
there are evidences of these tenporary camps. Just across the 
street from me some brave onc his family, which might have 
consisted of more than one wife, his sons and their wives anc 
children, "holed" in for the winter. 

Por the next few years nothing of tmportance happened at 
Osananon. We do know the Indlana immediately returned because 
historians write of English and French traders being there. 
Although their terribory was south of the Vermillion and west 
of the Wabash, the Kickeapoos and Sasconting et one time lived 
at Csanamon. This was probably before the Plankeshaws. The 


Kickapoos also lived here at a later cate (1831) with the Potto- 
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wattomia, Whoich wa wiil @laciuss Later, 
Gince they once lived at our town it te only fitting we should 
say gomething about tiis Sickapoos. In fact, they had several 
towns af one time along the Verillion, They were an indsastriouag, 
intelligent indian with clean habits und were bether amsed and 
clothed then other tribos, They were haughty end always fought 


the whites regardloss of whether he wss Amertoan, Engilish or 
Mrensh. the mem vers tall, active and sinewy: the scuews lithe 
and nany of thea pretty. Their dlalect was soft and Liquigg,qui te 
a conteas$ to the harsh, gqutteral dialeet cf mest Indians. They 
dic not mix with the whites, so kept their customs and purtty 
& remarkable fact when we consider there were fer fvll bisscet 
indians ome hundred yeers ago. At lexetione of the French Traders 
killed at Osanamon hac en Indien wife. The Kickapoos were never 
numero, Sut they were brave anc considered themselves the 
equal to cin enemies, Although they had sevoral villages west 

the Wabash, the Vermillion territory vas their favoritos -It 
was one of the mest bSemuti fel of places to live, there vas plenty 
or gore and freite end it was seid te contain some copper mines. 
Tor the latter rcason it was the leet territory the Kickappoe 
cece te the Government. 

{The copper mines, whieh we have recently located, will be 

Ctecussed ina future artioled. The Verriliion tows were also 
om the two creat hishways that cenmected Canada and the Galf-- 


b 


the Wabse> route anc the old trace that crossed the YVermililon 


-s 


rear the Xickapoo park west of Danville. 
The Kicskapoos were never 309 happy as when the tomahawk was 


bloody. Because of their warlike actions in 1790, General 
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Major 
cb. Cleir sent a lette: eprough Hast of Vincemnes to Osanamon 
telling them they world either bury the hetehet or he vola bury 
them. They made it so hot for the interpreter, who delivered the 
message, that be hastaned buck to Vincenries. Aamtrakck sent it 
back by Antoine Ganelin, e son-in-law of houd chief, wlatenon, 
ü Plankeshaw; Camelin was a Frenchman well known and Liked by 
the Sickapoos. They received bin well tat refoesed to zive him 
an answer untill they had comaulted the lamia, thelr older 
Drotsets. Ganelin visite? the other tows alonz the Wabash and 
stopped at Vermillion May 5 on his returns 

As the Eleckapocs kept harrasaing the white settlements 
where they could de found, as well as other Indten tribes. 
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General St. Clair sent < 
Soldciera from Vineennes in 1799 to drive them out of Vermillion 
towa and destroy it. The town now contained R mixed rom lation 
ci Rickapoos and Pottowsattomis. This was the plen followed in 
all the Indian vare-<the destruction of thelr towns en) crops. 
Pecause of sname bisterians do not say much about this expedi- 
tion. Although the Indians for tre most part were cavazses, the 
carly white man was Little sore and st times leas. Ye could 
and did comit as many savage anc barbario acts of any Indian. 
Yantraxax's orders were te destroy any Indian town ho 
found end particularly the ore of the Vermillion. “le found 
the one off the Catlin farm (north of Newport) ceserted and at 
Baanunon there were WME squawus, children and old men 'n camp-- 
all the braves and warriors were on a ehasa. (At this time the 
indlang were sauping on a small plateau along the north bank 


da 


about one-zalf mile wout of present roed 63 and between the hone 


of John Kurdock, on the old Shelby farm anc the river. Just 

back of this cemp is a small bluff sarine the location an ideal 
place for a camp. (I am indebted to John ashes of Caynga for 
helping me locate this campe) Unon apnroaching the camp, Mame 
tranck concealed part of his army on the south banz of the 
Verniilion while the others circled to the west and north, Crossed 
the river at the Eugene ford and attacked the town from the northe 
Inmedlately there was a wild scramble by the Indians for thefr 
boats and those who couldn't wet a boat fumned into the river in 
their frenzy to get away. They thoucht by crossine the river they 
could escane in the wooda south, not knowinzs ean amr wan wattine: 
for them. As soon as they began to emerge on the south bank th 
concealed soldiers opened fire ane before the carnare was over 


every Indian in Osanamcr waa dead, Nothers with babes tn thoir 
nk 


a 


arms were shot cown tn midstreana, carrying the pancose to a 
watery grave. The crippled and blind were tomeahawied: children 
were either tomahawired or hac their brains dashed onteom some hancy 
tree. Powder anid lead were too yraluable to waste or an Indian 
if he could be killed otherwise, as powder had to come all ine 
way from Europe. 

it mist bave been a sad homecoming fer the braves en they 
returned fromthe chase, finding not only thelr homes end crops 
Gestroyed bat their loved ones as well, Iying in the blood where 
they fell or at the bottom of the river. Fantranck not only 
hated the Indians too mich to bury them, but he siso wanted to 
make conditions as crauseome and Giscovraring as possible to the 
warriors when they returned, So they were left to the tender 


care of wolves and wailtures. 
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Tnere hava bean a lets of myths told about thie masesere~<« 
ome adaut “ha river peling named Varmt Ilton betanac of Sha blood 
discolering it, and one abont tuo Indlans eseaping by lying 
flat in a cmos and Tloating away. Ye have alraady seen how the 
river got {Ss name over a hundred years bafore. Poastbly there 
Were aema sacapea Dut I7 so wa have never beon able to find any 
record of it. We did Ting ono aeseonh, however, in a reputable 
“istery tn walen the soldiers anid they crosse@ the river on 
deag Indians bodies. We don't take moh stock in ths atory, 
GL Uhe re 

In order b follow bribal continmolty we have passe? over 
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at took piaca at Osanmwnon. It should be ræmenbered 
wat Qsanamnon was the original name of this town and during 
later years 1t was imown aa Planzeshaw town and Yermilion town, 
cerneniing upon She tribe living theve at the time. (The truce 
spoiling of Vermilion ia with one "1," and so used until sone 
politioian wanted to cet hia mane in pring and had a vill parsed 
Leloture adding the extra "1." Inthie article when 
ferring to the ancient Vermilion we have vsed the vorrect 


Spelling and when referring to the politicians Versiliion we 
have adod the other "1.") 

One of these was the voyage of Ceneral Uamtlten from 
Dstroit to Vincennes in 1778. Fe head thirty boats, 175 white 
men am S00 Indlens. What adght this mist have been ae they 
rloste’d doun the Sabash by our town, the English solclers tn 
their bright red coate and the Indians in just ae bright war 


PRint, streaking throuch the woode along the Darke 


pE 


In 1779 after Clark had retaken Vincennes he learned the 
Enclish were dbrincine more supplies to Vinsennes from Detroit. 
So he sent Captain "elm with Major Bosserone and Major Legros 
with three boats and sizty men up the Wabash te meet and cape 
ture the British. They came up to the Bir Vermillion and hiding 

at its mouth they surprised the British as they came br anc 
captured thelr forty sen and seven boats losdes with about 
$50,000.00 worth of goods. Clark took provisions for tha fort 
(Vincennes) and divided the balance of booty, exeectine about 
$4,000 worth of cloth, among his soléters. 

In 1795 Chief Kesis, the Sun, told at « Council at Crecen- 
ville, Ohio, h&s village was on the Yermillion. Hs wes an old 
friend cf the Americans. He possibly was a Pottavottorie as 
it was at this time that this tribe which inhabited the lake 
recions told the ¥iamis they were goinr to settle along the 
Wabash as they were tired of fish and were going to eat meat. 
They cid as they threatened, driving the Miezis south of the 
Wabash. It was this tribe that the early settlers first cone 
tected. From this time on we find them et Osanaron, at tines 
living in harseny with some other friendly trite. They never 
owned eny territory of thelr om, were merely "eouatters" by 
right of force., However, their chiefs signed a lot of treatics, 
& matter thet caused a lot of argument. 

The Pottawattomies (Fire Bakers) were from the same ancestral 
stock as Flawatha. “Aistorians tell us they were a sour, stoocp- 
cthouldered, cutteral tribe, but Pather Petit, who lived and 
died for them, tells us just the opposite. (On his way to his 


work among these Indians Father Petit passed through Vermillion 
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county Ceteser Si, 1607. he ate breakfast at Clinton and dinner 
at Sewport, for each moal paying thirtyeseven cents. tia supper 
and Lecging at Perrysville cost sixty-two cents.) Althought 
woe sottewattcuies weie n carly tribe, first in war ond always 
firet at a peace conferenca, they acceptec the Christian fai th, 
thanks to Pather Petit anc other black roves, more readily 
anc to a greater Cezree than any other of the many bundredés of 
tribes that once reamed our country. They also produced some 
of the great chlefs of history--Lininac, Saugeanash, Jetea, 
Shabbona, Farnett, the Fokagons, Topenebee anc his father, 
AnaGulda, who was also the father of the beautiful maiden Kau-e 
keari; sane of whose descandanis still live in ‘tana. 

“n 1006 General ‘arrison gent Captain Prince to ‘the veruil- 
lloa town to pacify the Indians who were becoming restless. 
the olé chief, son of Joseph Renard, a Kicks;00, was friendly 
On0ushe (Waen Indians were baptised they were given a modern 
nam@.) Tat the prophet influenced als warriors to reduce the 
ola chief and they would nave killed him wt ror his insignifig 
Cance Of character. e had been a gret warrior and was a 
perfect savage; he Jelishted in blood. He ones said be was 
mich wamsed at the different exclamations of the American and 
French while the Indians were scalping them. The American would 
cry: Ob Lordd Oh Lori Oh Lord} anc the French: Mon tead 
Kon Diewl Kon Dieu! 

On Suncay, Nowenber 2, 1511, General Sarrisonand hie amy 
Crosse the Veriilion at the Indian's forde The villace was 


Geserted at this tiue, as most of the Indiana of this territory 
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had congregated at the Ven village on the Tippecanoe acainst 
whom harrison wee marchines, Some histortens claim Harrison 
tulit a fort om the Vermillion at the time but this 19 an 
errors vowever, be dic build a stockade on the Porter farm just 
across from Corl Creek. it 1s cusy for ramors to set started 
about any locuti on and the site of Osanamon vas no excenttom 
Another of thelse pertained to hidden sold in the Villace and 
i 

that in later years an indian returned locking for ite ‘The 
latter part of the story probably ia true mt instesd of locke 
ing for cols AR more toan likely was seeing te it that the 
grave of some of his ancestors hec not been molested, The 
indians had a great reverence for their cead, Cold was nothing 
tot sone th ine that Was shiny and bricht to the Indien. Tis 
coveted treasure vab something to eat and shelter and sll his 
activities ero cevoted to the procurement ef ther. Eut to 

the civilised Pale Paco vold has ever been his rods here ts no 
extreme bas Whi: he ill not co to secure ite-staxve, ‘teal, 
prevaricate, burn, myrder, all ror zcld whose brilliancy beqjouds 
the true treasures of Lifes 

4s soon a5 Lt was safe, and many times sooner, the whites 

mushed inte the new cosnutry and toot possession, sonetines aven 
miing settlenents on territory that yet belonged to the 
Indianss Jn 1806 or 1507 Furrison wes able to extend his 
warehases as far norih as tho Biz Vemaillion; it was sometime 
later before the north end of the co nty was soquired. Among 
the early settlots, befors the land had even been offered for 
Sale, were bie Colenans, Isase and Judge Js Bet Hafor Blair 


and Foek Eudbard. The latter, a Normens was farming a small 
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track of land where Cayuga now stands and which bclonced to a 
mixec band of Kickapecs and Pottaynttomfes who were c amping a t 
the Did Vermillion toen under the Leadership of Chief Theehoep. 


This olé chief, mell, »owlegced, who lived te be one hundred 


and ten years old, herd deen a fambus warrior in ble 
vicorcusiy fighting the whites in all the battles of his time. 
“ait after hoetilities were over he wna inet as Yoyel as he had 


formerly been warelilke. A little story is told of him being 


caucht helping himself to sowa of Nosh Tubbard's squeek and 
ronsting ears which Shesheep clained ha was tekins aa rental, 


az ibe land yet belonged te the Indians. Tubbard, who came here 


bee 


Ln 1816p was very angry and urged Hafor Blair to call oof the 


soldiers ané drive the Tndtans o7:t. Blair quisted him by agree- 


ing to bring Shesaheep to trial the next day, the same to be 


held at Blair's home which at that time was a short cistaunce 


velow where the Orphans Foxe new stands. So at the Appointed 


hour, Shesheep and bis warriors in all thelr splendor were 


on hand as well as Hubbard. It was agresc that Blatr and Judge 


Solanan should decide tee case. After hearing both sidere of 
the cuse, they took an cold Fible and a wooden<back snelling 


beck and retired to a nearby plus patei. After moh chatter 


and gesticulatinc, they returned and announced they had 


deciceé the case should be daciced by a flat fight be tween 


the large Eubberd and the little, old, crieceup Sh 
immediately the Chief threw off his robe and made for imbbard | 


sho raplily (heyntéé,2is pony anc took to his heele, Although 


they were Selday iic.owr to image, the Indlans let cut a biz 


burrah at this display of travery by Nubbard. ‘Shortly after 
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this, Uuvbardc moved to the Norman colony at Kanvoc, illinois. 
Sheshees et the age of one hundred and ten years, wan mrdered 
at Nebuker's Spring, Fountain coanty, by a vietose, ronerade 
Indian named Nauqua. The chief had a splended Son of rhom 

ne Was Very fond and who vas also well-liked by the whittoer. 
Anile figuting a bear abovt where the Orchen Tome now atands, 
ne fell fifty feet wt of a tree end was reared in blood and 
sorrow amc was imune to beth, hae never became reconciled to 
this loss. 

It ulso ehould te noted that thig mired village became 
Christianized et about tiie same time uncer the rood tnfluences 
auc preactiing of Reermelmck, a reformed crunkard, Ee rar e 
remnarkavle wan to have had no ecvertion and on July 17, 1831, 
preached a-great sermon to his omm people et Manville, ITilinols. 
Thought thero had been missions md French prieste at Isanamon 
at various times in the past Kaennolmck d1¢ more pernanent 
good than any other. Pecently, we came Into sessessicon of a 
flint crose found nearly a hundred rears ago at Qsannnon. We 
can't help but wonder whose influenes caused this prinitive 
testimony of Christian devotion te be chipped! 

At the influx of settlers kept pouring in fron the east 
and the scuta, it is not surpriaing te find on entry in 1822, 
in the name of Judge fozin Shelby of s part of our ola Vernliion 
towne Eventually Kr.e Shelby entered all of the Osanemen terri- 
tory? About tuis time a trading post wee established on the 
old village site NW} Sec. 33, 16 N, 9 W) by LaChappelic. He 
WAS net “be Liret trader at Usanemon. Tues ked been English 


anc French traders here for o hundred years but they were more 


Zl 


Toaay we have another ceneration et Jsenamon -- auto- 
mobiles anc trucks have replaceé the canoe and pirogue; aire 
planes anc radis have usurped the promoss of the fleet 
rumen; tanks and great guns have replaeed the bow and flinte 
tipped arrows. Yot in a feu yoars their dust wlll lie beside 
that of the Ped Men, and the Pioneer, and one will not be 


unlike the other, 


